We examine whether survey data supports the anecdotal evidence which suggests that group association impacts the individual's stated beliefs. Specifically, we examine whether a rise in the relative importance of a single issue, i.e., national security, blurs the traditional importance of socio-economic variables in determining an electorate's political party association. Further we examine whether such blurring occurs across the responses to questions outside the scope of this single issue. We find that in the aftermath of the terrorist attacks on September 11th, 2001, the relative importance of national security rose in United States' electorate and reduced the relative importance of socio-economic variables in determining the electorate's political association and for both security and non-security issues.
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I. Introduction
A recent Time/ABC News/Stanford University opinion poll found that 46% of self-described Democrats and 45% of self-described Independents are extremely or very sure that global warming is occurring. These contrast with the responses of self-described Republicans where only 26% were extremely or very sure. 1 A similar divide was found in a recent Fox News Opinion Poll where respondents were asked whether the global warming was occurring, again Democrats (91%) and Independents (84%) where more likely than Republicans (61%) to respond that it was. 2 Even given the belief in its occurrence, the partisan divide remained. When one considers who is responsible for global warming, slightly more than half of Democrats -52% -believe human behavior is the cause of global warming as compared to roughly a third of Republicans -30%. Interestingly one thing Democrats and Republican respondents did seem to agree upon was the course of corrective action. Both parties were in favor of providing tax incentives to encourage firms to become eco-friendly, with 75% of Republicans and 70% of Democrats in favor of the idea.
This anecdotal evidence raises a question: why would political identification affect the belief in or the cause of global warming? While one might suspect that ideology would cause one to be suspect (or be confident) of the government's ability to correct the possible externality, its existence or cause would seem outside the auspices of party identification based on ideology. 3 More generally, one may ask what role group association plays in voters' responses to survey 1 http://abcnews.go.com/images/Politics/1009a1GlobalWarming.pdf 2 http://www.foxnews.com/projects/pdf/020207\_global\_warming\_web.pdf 3 Consider, for example, the degree of pollution in most large metropolitan cities. While political party and ideology may indicate whether a respondent would support a particular government regulation or solution, it would seem difficult to deny it's existence -one needs only to look up to the heavens! questions. It is possible that, for a portion of survey respondents' responses, the individual is not revealing their true beliefs but are rather expressing the party line. 4 The issue is of more than causal interest. If, for example, an exogenous shock causes members to switch from one party to the other, the choices made in a democratic society may be suboptimal, e.g. Campbell (1994) . While the switching on a single issue may produce the society's optimal with respect to this choice, it will increase the likelihood that a whole subset of other issues will change -even those that may be in a minority position.
The present paper investigates the following question: does group association change the individual stated views? 5 For example, suppose an individual changes party affiliation based on a rise in the relative importance of a single issue -the terrorist attacks which occurred on September 11 th , 2001 in the United States appear to have increased the importance of security relative to other issues. Anecdotal evidence suggests that this produced, on the margin, a change in the makeup of party identification, i.e., we should see movement to the party which represents this concern more closely. If so, the question is whether once the individual has 'switched sides' does he/her change their positions on all or a subset of less important issues?
The issue is similar but separate from that addressed in Glaeser et al (2005) . The issue there dealt with why a political candidate chooses the party line. Here the issue is why the voter chooses the party line. In order to investigate this question, we begin by investigating the factors which influence party identification. We follow Glaeser et al (2005) and model party identification on the basis of socio and economic demographic variables. We then examine how the relative importance of these factors changed as an outgrowth of the 9/11 terrorist attacks. We 4 An alternative is that given heterogeneous information, the individual is relying on others -presumably those who the individual associates with -to inform her of her opinion. 5 The role of group or social interactions in other contexts has been addressed elsewhere. For example, Glaeser Sacerdote and Scheinkman (1996) investigate its importance in determining the decision to commit a crime, Binder and Pesaran (2001) and House and Ozdenoren (2006) examine its role in consumption, and Akerlof, Katz and Yellen (1996) incorporates social interactions to investigate out-of-wedlock births. compare individual's responses to both security and non-security questions and describe how these changed in the post-9/11 world. Finally we borrow heavily from literature on cognitive dissonance (Festinger (1957) and Akerlof and Dickens (1982) ) and conformity (e.g. Akerlof and Kranton (2000) , Akerlof (1997) , Jones (1984) , and Bernheim (1994) ) to provide a brief foundation.
II. A Model of Party Identification
Rules of thumb provided by the news media and pollsters suggest that group membership plays a significant role in determining which political party an individual associates themselves with.
Group membership may be given by characteristics given at birth, as is the case of age, gender, race and perhaps religion. Group membership may also be an outcome of achievement as in the case with education and income. 6 Finally, group membership may also be driven by choice variables as is the case with marital status, union membership, the regularity of church attendance, political knowledge, etc.
In order to formally model party identification we follow Glaeser et al (2005) 
where P represents individual (i)'s party association. The respondent's age, gender and race groups are captured through A, G, and R, respectively. His/Her educational attainment and income levels are captured through the variables E and Y, and Y 2 , where the latter is included to capture diminishing returns to income with respect to party association.
We also include the respondent's Census region, Reg, and religious preference, Rel. As stated religion fails to highlight the relative importance of religion to the individual we included the regularity of church attendance as one of the religion variables. HM and HO represent dummy variables which capture whether the respondent was a homemaker and whether the respondent owned their home, respectively. Union membership or close association to a union member is captured with U and marital status is captured in M. Finally we include two variables which capture the respondent's level of political knowledge, K.
We next turn to estimating the above equation using the American National Election Survey data. a) The American National Election Survey. In order to examine the impact that 9/11 had on voters' allegiances we turn to survey data from the American National Election
Committee. 9 The study has been conducted on a bi-annual basis since 1948. As stated on it's website, the mission of the ANES is to: 10 "… inform explanations of election outcomes by providing data that support rich hypothesis testing, maximize methodological excellence, measure many variables, and promote comparisons across people, contexts, and time." Table I reports the result of estimating the above equation incorporating the ANES data.
The dependent variable in the equation is a dummy variable which returns a value of unity if the respondent replied he/she was a Republican and a value of (0) if the response was Democrat or Independent. 11 The other variables are described more fully in the accompanying appendix.
Also, given that the dependent variable is binary, we make use of the probit model to estimate the equation. Finally, as a significant amount of heteroskedasticity existed in all of the estimation that followed, we report robust standard errors in each of the following tables.
In general, results for the year 2000 (Column 1) subset provide support for the group associations described above, i.e., equation (1). Specifically, both the gender and race variables suggest that white males are significantly more likely to affiliate themselves with the Republican Party than are females and non-whites. The results also suggest that respondents which had attained higher levels of education and income where more likely to associate themselves with the Republican Party. 12
Religion and marital status also appear to play a significant role in party identification.
For example, consider that those respondents who described themselves of the Jewish religion where more likely to consider themselves Democrats and the more regularly the respondent went to church the more likely they were to associate themselves with the Republican Party.
While not specifically a religion variable, married respondents where significantly more likely to tie themselves to the Republican Party than non-married respondents.
A few additional responses existed. Respondents who were members of a union or who had someone in the household who were members of a union were less likely to belong to the 11 The results are generally robust if one includes the Independent responses with the Republican observations. 12 The income variables indicates that respondents whose income placed them in the top 5% where more likely to associate themselves with the Republican Party, while the other 95% where less likely.
Republican Party. Homemakers and those who owned their own home were 20% more likely to join the Republican Party than their counterparts. Finally, a respondent who was deemed to have a high level of political knowledge was found to be less likely to belong to the Democratic Party.
All of this suggests that the most Republican respondent in 2000 was a 'church-going, high income, educated, politically-informed, homeowner, non-union, white male homemaker.'
While most of these variables continue to be significant Table III report the results of applying the earlier methodology on party affiliation to two questions which deal with national security issues. Specifically, Table II examines the socio-economic determinants of responses to the question of 'whether the United
States is in a stronger position today than a year ago.' Table III reports impact these variables have on the respondent's stated belief on the correctness of the level of military spending.
In general, all four of these variables, age, gender, race and homemaker, return the same adjustment between 2000 and 2004. Specifically, Table II reports a large decline in the estimated coefficients for nearly all of these variables. The age and race variables, for example, become negative and significant as compared to 2000 -a result indicative of white middle-aged respondents being significantly more likely to believe the Untied States was in a stronger position today than their counterparts were. Given the Government's response to the events of September 11 th , 2001, these individuals appear to be more likely to believe that the response was appropriate.
Also, while not significant, both the gender and homemaker variables experienced a similar movement as their coefficients became more negative in 2004.
A possible explanation for this response revolves around the application of cognitive dissonance to group association. In this context, cognitive dissonance would suggest that once an individual joins a club, the individual has the incentive to adjust their view of the club's benefit or performance to make one feel better. We will discuss this issue more at length in the next section. Table III Tables I-III. Now one might argue that the movements in Table IV and V reflect recognition by individual respondents that government expenditures are not infinite rather than some form of conformity on the part of respondents. In which case, the priority of military expenditures in the wake of 9/11 requires that other government expenditures be decreased.
We, therefore now turn to two non-spending, non-national security questions.
Specifically, In the end, the results provide support for a degree of group association in respondents' stated opinions. The post-9/11 period experienced a movement toward more traditional Republican positions. This was true whether the questions that respondents were asked dealt with party affiliation, national security or government involvement in market and personal choice. All of which suggests that to some degree, the action of the individual -the movement to another group -drives preferences and beliefs. Festinger (1957) ) and (2) the theory of conformity (Bernheim (1994) ). While the two theories are highly correlated, they do differ significantly; cognitive dissonance causes individuals to change behavior as a result of internal pressure while conformity causes individuals to change their behavior as a result of external pressure. Specifically, cognitive dissonance occurs where an individual desires to rationalize actions that differ from their own preferences. Here the issue the need for the individual to maintain an internal balance. In contrast, conformity occurs where the individual values group membership. Here, the issue the need to 'fit in.'
In the present context, once an individual has realigned themselves with a competing political party due to the prevalence of his/her single issue, the individual is faced with supporting candidates and associating with others who do not share their preferences on secondary issues. The cognitive dissonance revolves around how the individual deals with this tacit support for opposing positions. For some, the least costly adjustment may come about by adopting, at least rhetorically, the group's opinions on secondary issues, even if these are contrary to their true beliefs.
Conformity on the other hand is a desire on the part of the individual to fit in, i.e., to conform, with the group. However, neither conformity nor cognitive dissonance needs to be universal. Conformity, for example, is an outgrowth of the relative strength of the individual's desire for popularity and esteem which may vary across individuals and contexts. Bernheim (1994) presents a model where an individual faces a utility function that is a weighted sum of two components, intrinsic utility and esteem. While the individual's intrinsic utility is driven by the individual's actions, their esteem is driven by what type others believe the individual to be.
Conformity, therefore, arises when agents are sufficiently motivated by esteem to sacrifice utility in order to fit in with the societal norm. Whether or not conformity arises depends on the relative weight given to esteem -if esteem has low weight then conformity does not result while the larger is the weight given to esteem the stronger is the conformity.
One may think of the present results in similar terms, where the individual supports the group which has the same position as the individual on their most important issue. Once the decision to join the group is made, the individual may choose to state opinions which are contrary to the individual's true beliefs in an effort to 'fit in.'
IV. Conclusion
The present paper examined the impact of the events of September 11 th , 2001 on political party association. Using American National Election Survey and self-reported socio-economic demographic indicators, we found that a number of the traditional relationships between these variables and party association had blurred. For some, however, the lines became starker. -1948-2004 . The present only incorporates data from the 2000 & 2004 surveys. Party identification is produced from VCF0303 and is a dummy variable which takes the value of unity if the respondent identifies oneself as a Republican and a value of zero otherwise. VCF0101 captures the respondent age. VCF0104 is a dummy variable which takes the value of one if the respondent is MALE and zero otherwise. VCF0106 is a dummy variable which takes the value of one if the respondent is WHITE and zero otherwise. VCF0110 is a categorical dummy variable which takes values from 1-4, where higher values representing higher Educational Attainment. VCF0113 is a dummy variable which takes the value of one if the respondent resides in the South and zero otherwise. VCF0114 is a categorical dummy variable which takes values from 1-7, where higher values represent higher Income earnings. VCF0116 is a categorical dummy variable which is split into 4 groups which take a value of one if the respondent is Homemaker and zero otherwise. VCF0127b is a categorical dummy variable which takes the value of 1-4 with higher values representing greater family Union Membership. VCF0130 is a categorical dummy Χ 2 p-value = (0.000) variable which takes the value of 1-4 with higher values representing greater family Church attendance. VCF0146 is a dummy variable which takes the value of unity if the respondent owns their home and a value of zero otherwise. Table I . VCF0838 is a dummy variable which takes a value of unity if the respondent indicated that abortion should under ALL circumstance be allowed and zero otherwise. Table I . VCF0867 is a dummy variable which takes a value of unity if the respondent indicated that he/she was NOT in favor of affirmative action and zero otherwise. 
